
Introduction
In Barcelona,   and in many other cities around the world, urban 
allotments and urban agriculture have experienced an increase 
in recent years. This is due to a growing social demand for urban 
spaces available for urban agriculture and a greater sensitivity 
about the importance of living in sustainable cities, environmentally 
and socially. Although the main objective of an urban allotment is 
usually the food production in urban areas, currently the interest 
in these spaces encompasses different visions, or movements, 
that claim these urban allotments as spaces for health and social 
interaction, offering ecosystem services within the city as pieces 
of urban green infrastructure. Also as leisure spaces, in contact 
with nature, as well as spaces where an alternative food model is 
claimed, or as therapeutic spaces for different groups. Also in the 
educational field, both for families as for the school-age population. 
Urban allotments can accommodate to all these perspectives or 
only to some of them, which favors a high variability among all 
those that are distributed throughout the city.

Local Engagement

Conexus Project presentation  
to urban allotments users  

23th November 2021

Encouraging users getting data about  
urban allotments production and biodiversity  

23th March 2022

48 hours of Urban Agriculture 
14th May 2022

Objetives

 Î Getting information on agricultural production, 
cultivated biodiversity, food and health, social relations, 
socio-environmental benefits, etc.

 Î Provide management tools and support to the 
administration.

 Î Create a space for communication and participation in the 
urban agriculture, open to users, entities, associations, and 
the general public.

 Î Position Barcelona as a benchmark in urban agriculture 
polices.

The main objective is to establish a database  
of environmental and social aspects  

of urban allotments and analyze their benefits.

Background
Management, promotion and study of the network of municipal 
allotments are included in several plans of the Barcelona City 
Council.

The Municipal Allotment Network Program has been promoted  
by the Municipal Institute of Park and Gardens.

In Barcelona there are different types of 
urban allotments: allotments managed by 
the City Council, community allotments, 
allotments on roofs and balconies, 
schools, hydroponic and therapeutic 
gardens allotments, etc. The study project 
of urban allotments has started with those 
managed directly by the City Council, the 
ones on the Municipal Allotments Network 
Program and Hands to Green Program.

Historical timeline of  
the Municipal Allotments Network Program

Focus  
of study

Pilot 2

Methodology

Barcelona’s Urban 
Agriculture Strategy. 
2019–2030
Barcelona City Council

Climate Plan  
2018–2030
Barcelona City Council

Impulse Program 
of Urban Green 
Infrastructure
Barcelona City Council

Citizen 
Commitment
for Sustainability 
2012–2022
Barcelona City 
Council

Barcelona  
Nature Plan
2021–2030

Hands to Green
Giving the way  
to Green

Barcelona’s 
Climate 
Commitment
Barcelona City 
Council

Measures  
to Build Food 
Sovereignty
Barcelona City 
Council

COMPROMÍS DE 
BARCELONA PEL CLIMA

Nosaltres, les 800 entitats ciutadanes vinculades a la xarxa 
Barcelona + Sostenible, signants del Compromís Ciutadà per 
la Sostenibilitat 2012-2022 conjuntament amb l’Ajuntament 

de Barcelona,

amb motiu de la celebració a París de la COP-21, la 21a 
Conferència de les Parts de la Convenció Marc de les Nacions 

Unides sobre el Canvi Climàtic, on es reuneixen els 196 
Estats que l’han ratificada, per tal d’afrontar la necessitat 

d’assolir un nou acord internacional sobre el clima, aplicable 
a tots els països, amb l’objectiu de mantenir l’escalfament 

global per sota dels 2°C,

COMPROMÍS 
CIUTADÀ PER LA 
SOSTENIBILITAT 

2012-2022

per una barcelona més equitativa, 
pròspera i autosuficient

 
 

 
 
 

 

ESTRATÈGIA  
D’AGRICULTURA URBANA  

A LA CIUTAT DE BARCELONA  

2019-2030 
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MESURES  
PER CONSTRUIR 
SOBIRANIA 
ALIMENTÀRIA 
A BARCELONA
Recull de propostes  
per al desenvolupament
de polítiques municipals

PROGRAMA 
D’IMPULS DE LA 
INFRAESTRUCTURA 
VERDA URBANA 

MESURA 
DE GOVERN: 

 PLA
CLIMACLIMACLIMA

Pla Clima 2018-2030
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Monitoring Urban Allotments
LifeLab Barcelona - Urban Agriculture Observatory

538 Urban Allotments

171
Surveys

15
Municipal 
Allotments 

Network

349
Schoolar

14
Hands to 

Green

160
Community 
and social 
allotments

Municipal Allotments 
Network study

Social 

Users Assessment of services  
by allotment

Social and 
environmental 

services

Food 
production

Survey Social and 
environmental 

services

Indicators Field 
sheets

Weight Survey

Cultivated 
biodiversity

Survey

Cabinet workField work 

Entities

Urban Allotments in Barcelona
Source: Barcelona City Council and Barcelona Regional.

Bibliographic search, analysis with Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS) and the corresponding data processing.

Cabinet work

1986
First 

assignment
Hort de l’Avi

1997
Beginning of the Municipal 
Allotment Network Program

Hort de Can Mestres

2008
Municipal Allotment 

Network Program
Extension to 12 allotments

2003
Municipal Action Plan

One urban allotment  
for each district

2014
Extension up to

the 15 urban allotments
Hort de Can Pujades
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Age and 
gender

80% 
male

20% 
female

How often  
do you come?

3 days 
per week

2 hours 
per day

What are the perceived 
health benefits?

85% 
good health

94% 
healthy diet

84% 
quality of life

59% 
diet improvement

Why do you come to
the urban allotments?

Spend spare time

Do exercise

Growing  
what you eat

Nature connection

Social relationship  
(schools, mates)

How are the social 
relationships?

60% 
help other users

 Î Watering
 Î Seeds exchanging
 Î Harvesting

30% 
participate  
in community 
meals

What kind of agriculture is practiced?

99% 
organic 
farming

96% 
using 
fertilizers

 Î Compound
 Î Manure
 Î Soil87% 

crop rotation

92% 
uprooting 
spontaneus 
vegetation

73% 
using ecological 
phytosanitary 
products

 Î Nettle macerate
 Î Sulfur
 Î Copper sulphate
 Î Soap water

74.2
Average age

@HortsConexusBCN

92% of users have made 
new friends


